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Security hinges on tougher immigration laws

By MICHAEL J. WILDES

N THURSDAY NIGHT President Bush told the
world that ’s ruling Taliban was be-
ing put on notice that they are to hand over ter-

rorist Osama bin Laden and his militia, or United States
forces amassing in the Middle East will strike with severi-
ty. On Friday momming, the Taliban declined to turn over
Bin Laden, ing evidence of his guilt

Last June 14 I was mvited to New York Gov. George
Pataki's press conference announcing his states’ new Ter-
rorism Commission. When [ proposed that New
ST T
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Asani who has dealt with terrorists
and defectors to ensure they provide the United States in-
telligence community with difficult to obtain information
on tesrorist activities, my job has been making immigra-
honlumwurkhmwdmllscaﬂedmewmm
It was called a “War” that day; but few realized just
how prescient the use of that verb would be. Such was
the height of the wall of denial in our land before
11,2001 — even among those in the forefront of the

inst terrorism.

90 days after that press conference ended, 220
stories mn’dﬂuallnmed,cnmﬂed,mﬂmlh;mdm
our nation looked on in horror. By the time the smolder-
ing gray air had drifted past the Statue of Liberty a few
thousand feet away, Americans knew they now fived ina
Bymkwwmwuﬂddawﬂwmd
the crisis America now
Our president and Congress are waging a serious war
on terrorism. We must all stand in support of their

to ensure success. But we cannot win this war if
we fail to evaluate and correct our vulnerabilities to pre-
vent future terrorist attacks. terrorist attacks is
m than mﬂnm:ﬁum&

occurs. While the U States military plays a sig-
nificant role in this effort, the most powerful weapons we
havetoprevuﬁmtmmmmmﬁeddedd in United States
The hard immigrants, my
m ﬁnmhﬂmnuﬂsmmgth
Om'grmttmsadnectreuﬂi contribution immi-
grants made then and do make now. An atrocity like the
terrorist strikes on the Twin Towers and Pentagon by
forces outside our boarders should not result in Americans
assaulting one another from within. Our strength is rooted

We cannot win this war if we fail to
evaluate and correct our vulnerabilities
to prevent future terrorist attacks.

in the of our people comprised of all races, creeds,
mwﬁ%mmm
lnlmgnmﬁhfzmlyaddmﬂnm&nbodywm

rectly from this catastrophic terrorist assault.
However, in matters of igration law and the stid-
ing scale of victims of terrorism de-

of protection. While I am most
certainly an advocate for the rights of aliens who make a
positive contribution to our country, | cannot advocate
that their rights stand equal to our own. It must be the
icy of the United States that not one American civil-
1an’s life can be put at risk in order to offer citizens of an-
other nation the for a less risky future.
As a result of this terrorist attack there has been a seis-
mic shift in America’s We cannot as indiscrimi-
hold ourselves out as the beacon of freedom to the
on one hand and adequately protect our popula-
tion in the aftermath of perhaps the darkest moment in
American history on the other.

he need to adjust our immigration policies
I dress new safety priorities is crystal clear. A case in
ppoint is Zadvyas vs. Davis. In this decision our coun-
highest court determined that it is unconstitutional for
ahuumbedmnwdm:ﬁmdy or even for more
than six months in the Umited States ssmply because no

other country would accept them. Doing 0, the court
ruled, violated their rights under our Constitutional protec-
tion of Due Process. The fact that some of these illegal

aliens may be convicted criminals was not relevant m their
rh‘:um.

effect, this Supreme Court decision made it the law
dﬂuhﬂhﬂlmldﬂumdmﬁiem
protections penned for American citizens. To be sure, no
Justice in that case could then possibly ponder the re-
motest possibility that any of these detained illegal aliens
inflict upon the United States of Ameri-

we seek is harbored by a nation under the guise of

doors to his ical followers. In the face of this absurd-
ity we cannot cling to the realities and idealism of anoth-

er era. The potential effect of a porous United States im-
rmqmtlmlaw like that created in Zadvyas, must be ex-

in the debate over the
rdemmwuhonhwl in the protecting America
from this once unimagimable terrorist threat.

There can be no partisanship between those who lead

threat. America can never again witness an act as heinous
as our own aircraft being hijacked for use by terrorists as
weapons to rip through American glass, steel, and flesh in
an sttempt to pierce America’s heart.
Unfortunately, as a result, we have no choice but to
raise the bars to entry in our immigration laws to lower
the terrorist threats to our country. Regretfully, this will
hmwamﬂnmmmmmm
try to the United States. Yet, that injustice pales in com-

In utilizing immigration laws to combat terrorism, the
United States cannot wear a blindfold, as our domestic le-
gl system does, when passing judgment. If we extend the
nights guaranteed in our Constitution to those who are po-
tential terrorists from abroad we compromise the safety of
the citizens our Constitution was written to protect. It s a
mockery to extend our constitutional rights to those who
pose a real or potential threat to the American Way of life
and to the very Americans who mm&ﬂd&

In 1903 a sonnet, “The New American

Emma Lazarus, was inscribed at the base of the

it reads: “Give
Mmagses yearming
and
S e e e
tutional protections was to effectively include “hardened
criminals and terrorists” to that verse.

Michasel .. Wildes, a former federal prosecutor, is an Engle-

wood counciiman and an immigration attomey who was instru-
mental in obtaining terrorist secrets from the only terrorist suc-
cessfully implicated in Saudi Arabla's Khobar Towers bombing,
which killed 19 U.S. servicemen in 1996.




