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OPINION SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 23. 2001

Security binges on tougher immigration laws

MIch8el J. WIldes, a former feder1II prc.ecuIor, is an Engl&­

wood COtI'lCi'n8n lnl an j, '.'li9olllio., attcmey who was Insl1u­

menIlII •.• obtIIifWng tenorist 8llCI1ft8 from the only terrarist sue­

C8IIUy Impk;ated In SaJdl AnIbIa's I<I1ot& T0WllI1Ibombing,
which 1d1ec119 U.8.llel'Vicemen in 1996.

we seek is haIbored by a nation under the guise of t'lO­
t.ec:tq his rights while we question how we opened outdoors to his lanatica1 followers. In the face of this absurd­

ity we cannot ~ to the realities and idea1ism of anoth­
er era. The potential elect of a porous United States im-

. . law, like that created in Zadvyas, must be ex-
:' with scrutiny in the unfolding debate Iwer the

role i••w~ation laws NIIV in the protecting America
from this once ~e terrorist threat.

There can be no pertisanship between those who lead
us, only patriotism. While we cannot resort to CItremilIm
to fight extremism, we cannot give the benefit of OW'
rights to aliens •••~jta'l; lMn the sIigtrtest polmtial
threat. America can fKMI' • witnells an act as heinous

as OW'own aircndl being ~ for use by tarorislll as
weapons to rip through American glass, steel, and Besh in
an It1mJpt to pierce America's heart.

Unfmtuna1ely, as a result, we hIwe no choice but to
rUe the bars to entry in our immigration laws to lower
the tI:rroriIt threats to OW'countJy. RegrdfuIJy, this will
be unfair to a small number irmocent people seeking en­
try to the United States. Yet, that injustice pales in COOl­

parison to the continued slaughter of innocent American
men, women, and children.

In utilizing i.a. •.;g.atioo laws to combet terrorillm, the
United States cannot W'e81'a blindfold, as OlD' domeBlic Ie­
gall1)'Stem does, when plIlBingjudgmen1. If we emnd the
rights guaranteed in our Constitution to tho6e who are po­
tadiaI terrorists from am.d we l.ulIIpnAuisc the ~ of
tIE citir.ms OW'Ccntitution was written to protect. It • a
IIIOCka:y to exrend om lXlOlItitutiona ~ to those who
pclW)a mil or potential threat to the American Way ci life

and to the vay Americans who bight protect those rights.In 1903 a sonnet, "The New Colossus," by American
poet Emma LazaIus, was inscrbd at the base of the
Statue of liberty. It articulates why America wdromed

immigrants to the United States. In part, it reads: "Giveme your tired, your poor, your huddled masses yearning
to breathe free ... " Our president, Congress, and Supreme
Court must reject the notion that the intent of OlD' consti­
tutional ptutccliulls was to efl'ediveIy include "hardened
aiminaIs and terrorisCs" to that verse.

We cannot win this war ifwe failto

evaluate and correct our vulnerabilities

to prevent future terrorist attacks.
ON THURSDAY NlGHr President Bush told the

wurId that Afghanioltm's niling Taliban was be­
ing put on notice that they are to hand OYer ter­

rorist Osama bin Laden and his militia, or United States
forces llIDIISlling in the Middle East will strike with semi­
w. On Friday morning, the Talib&n declined to turn ova-
Bin Laden, demanding evidence of his guill in the unity of OW'people ••••••••.•i...d of all mces, aeeds,

Last June 14 I was invited to New Yodt Gov. George I and ethnicities. Americans.. rebeJIing agaimt terrorism by
Patakj's pre9S conference 8IIIlOUJ1cing his states' new Ter- taking inooc:ent Iifu only add to the in the body coont cfi-

rorism ConnniI&ion. Whm I ptOpuoJed that New Jeney m:tly ..-.Ihncr from this cataslropbic terrorist 88lllIUIt.foHow suit later that month, I never imagined we"would ' ~1 JDlItten of iu~ldion law and the slid-

be facing tbm tKmr just aftrz the coming Labor Day. I ing ale of legal rights, pota1tiaJ W:Iims of tmorisre de-As an immigration lawyerwho has dealt with tarorisIs mand the bigheIt degree of ~L WbiIe I am molt
and defectors to ensure they provide the United States in- cataioly an advocale fur the rights of aliens who make a
teDigence c::ommunily with difficult to obCain information positive contribution to our country. I c:annct advocate
m tmorist adivitiaI, my job has been making Bnmigra- that their rights stand equal to our own. It must be the

tion laws wodt to win what is called the war on tmorism. policy of the United States that not one American civiI-It was caIled a "WtrT' that day; but few realized just ian's lire can be put at risk in order to o&r citizens of an-
how prescient the Ulle of that veri> would be. Such WlIll other nation the oppot1unity for a less risky future.

the height of the wall of denial in our land before Sept. As a result of this tErrorist attack then: has been a seir11,2001 - even among those in the forefront of the baI1le I mic shift in America's priorities. We cannot as indiIIcrimi-

against terrorism. I nately hold oundves out 81 the beacon of freedom to the
EDctly 90 days after that prelIl conference ended, 220 world on one lw1d and adequately prolect our popuIa-stories of our denial bmned, crumbled, and coIIapIed as I tion in the aftermath of perhaps the darkest moJ1lCS1tin

our nation looked on in horror. By the time the smolder- ! American history on the other.
ing gray air had drifted past the Statue of Uberty a iew .
thousand feet away, Americans knew they now IiYed in a I he need to adjust our immigration policies to ad-

difIerent world than the one they did only hours bebe. IT em. new saiet¥ prioritils is aystal deer. A case in
By sunset, few thinking people CXJUkIdeny the severity of . rvWnt is ZadYyas vs..D8vis. In this decision OlD' COUll-

the aisis America now laceS. try's ~ court ddtn ••iucd that it is UI\CODIIimtion8 ilr
Our president and CongreIs are waging a serious war illegal alimsto be detained ir~.ildy, or em1 ilr moreon terrorism. We must all stand unired in support of their than six months in the United States simply becaulI: no

iudRment to ensure success. But we cannot win this war if olbe!' country wuuId accept them. Doing 10, the courtWelaiI to evaluate and correct our vulnerabilities to pre- ruled, WlIaIfd their rights under OW'ConsUtutional proleC-
vent future ~ aUacks. Preventing terrorist aUacb is tion of Due Procas. The fact that one of the8e ;0...",1
more important than punishing the terrorisIs after an as- aliens may be cxmvicIEd aiminak WlIllnot ~'"" their
IIlIl1Itoccurs. While the United States miIitaty pIlIys a Big- decision.
nificant role in this c6Jrt, the JIlOllt powa:fullmlpOllS we In died, this Supreme Court decision made it the law
have to prevatt tarorim are embedded in United States of the land for illepIlIlir:ns to sbare the Constitutional

immigration IlIws. The hard work of i"JU.~nlld.a,my protections penned for American citizens. To be sure, nograndparents among them, built America's strength. JUIltice in that case could then polIIibly ponder the re-
Our greatnells is a direct result the contribution immi- motest poIlIIibility that any of these detained illegal aliens

grants made then and do make now. An atrocity likE the might JXJImtially inflict upm the United Slates of Ameri-tmorist strikes on the Twin Towers and Pentagon ~ ca the inagnitude of damage we recently sustained at the
forces outside our b<mders should not result in Americans hands of a handful of men.

assaulting one another from within. Ourstrength is rooted We now live in a new world, one in which the tmorist
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